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persons to the Rebels upon the Illinois, then of those which
were sent to La Grande Portage. To the supposed danger
of the goods sent to La Bay, falling into the hands of the
Rebels provided they should this summer make themselves
Masters [of] Niagara and Detroit, it is objected that the dis-
tance, being many hundred Leagues from Michillemackinac,
it would be impossible for the Rebels to send parties into
the different wintering places from whence the goods are
sold to the Indians; and that the Traders would even have
time to collect the return of Furrs, and secure them from
the Rebels, with regard to the danger of evil minded persons
carrying the goods to the Rebels, first with regard to
Michilemackinac, it is allowed to be practicable, as Traders
have been known some time to venture on the Route, it is
by Lake Michigan, at the Southermost part of it, thense up
a River,' leading near to the Illinois River, into which the
goods may be conveyed by a Carrying place, of several
Leagues, and by proceeding down that River, they may
fall into the Messisippi, near a French Settlement’ the
whole distance being mnear 700 Leagues with regard to
goods being carried from La Baye by evil minded persons,
to the enemy the difficulty is very great, as the distance is
near 200°'Leagues, more, and the danger of being stopped
and plundered by the Indians very great as the savages
of La Baye and those of the Illinois Country are con-
stantly at War, with one another; with regard to the
North West or La Grande Portage the difficulty is so
great as almost to amount to an impossibility the dis-
tance is above a thousand Leagues and from the West End
of Lake Superior nothing but small Indian Canoes can be
carried into the Mississippi near it sources and whoever at-
tempts to pass that way —must run the risk of perishing
by famine, or the depridation of numerous Tribes of fierce
Indians. If to these difficulties is added the consideration
that the Rebels have no money to give in payment to dan-
ger of Goods being to them will be lessened, and it is like-
wise to be observed that the Governor may refuse Passes
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